
Buxton  

United Reformed Church 

Hardwick Square East 
 

July/August 2020 
  



Have you ever seen this logo? 
 
Early one Saturday morning, over a decade 
ago, a group of hopeful, but not particularly 
expectant, volunteers gathered within the 
walls of a small Baptist church in a suburb of 
Chester. They stood in a huddle and prayed that God would bring to 
their building the fathers and children from the streets surrounding it, 
and then they opened the doors and waited. First came one father 
and his excited children. Then another came, and another, and within 
half an hour the church was echoing with the sounds of children 
playing and men chatting about cars and football and their kids. 
  
Gallons of tea were drunk and the grill went into overdrive to keep up 
with the demand for bacon butties. That morning, 20 dads and their 
children took part in the first ever Who Let The Dads Out? parent and  
toddler session at Hoole Baptist Church. 
 
From these humble beginnings, Who Let The Dads Out? has become 
a national ministry that encourages churches across all 
denominations to find a new heart to reach out to fathers in their 
communities with a vision to strengthen families, invigorate 
communities and see faith passed on from generation to generation. 
  
The Who Let The Dads Out? ministry inspires, resources and supports 
churches by providing a simple model for engaging with young dads 
and father figures early in their parenting journey, and ideas and 
resources to develop friendships, journey together and begin to 
explore faith issues.  Well over 100 churches across the UK and 
beyond have been duly inspired to set up a Who Let The Dads Out? 
group and to become part of this growing movement. I reckon that is 
just great! 

~~~~ 

 
Question:- Do you know that folk are buying 
less jam and marmalade and are buying peanut 
butter instead? 
 



Marmite has temporarily stopped production of its 400g jars due to a 
yeast shortage through lack of beer production. Due to brewer’s 
yeast being in short supply (one of the main ingredients in Marmite) 
supplies of Marmite have been affected. Instead they have started to 
make peanut butter. The label maybe similar but the content is 
certainly not! 

~~~~ 

Afternoon Zoom Tea Party 6th June 
It is good to be silly and have a laugh! We had poems about The Lion 
and Albert with Phil and Debbie dressed up to play the parts; the 

seemingly endless Skunk story from Roger; A Strange Encounter with 
a Parrot from Peter; Daddy fell into the Pond from Jennie; A letter 
from Roald Dahl to school children, Be Glad Your Nose is on Your 
Face and A Poem about School from Eileen. “Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire?” was chaired by a strict Tim keeping to the rules and 
trying to keep us in order which was a challenge in itself! Debbie 
reached the highest level without giving a wrong answer but Jennie 
got the most correct answers overall. It was good to spend a silly 
afternoon together whilst there was a hailstorm and heavy rain 
outside. 
 
Last of my light hearted news is about a lady on 
furlough from her work who bought a box of 
duck eggs from Waitrose and put the eggs in an 
incubator in her home. Four weeks later out 
hatched 3 Braddock White ducklings.  
Hope you enjoy reading the articles in this magazine. Eileen Blane

https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/Marmite
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/yeast
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/shortage


Ken Phillips, our wonderful 
friend and a real servant of 
God died peacefully at the 
Branksome Nursing Home, 
Buxton on Sunday 24th May 
aged 93.  
The following is a 
compilation of thoughts 
from people belonging to 
Ken’s / our church family. 
 
 When I think of Ken I 
remember a man who was 

always immaculately dressed in tie and jacket, shoes polished. He was 
part of a generation who were tested and strengthened by their war 
experience and used that sense of sacrifice and duty to positively 
inform their civilian lives and, in the case of Ken, to provide a 
foundation for Christian service.” 

Over the years he talked about his wartime experience on the 
Minesweepers and the Cobh base in the south of Ireland. One 
notable time for Ken was when he was due to come home on leave 
and he got a telegram to say “Don’t come home - no food for you!” 
 
Ken, dressed smartly in his forces blazer with his service medals on, 
always read out the names on the Role of Honour in the church 
worship area every Remembrance Sunday Service.  

He was really pleased when I once asked him why he used to read 
another name at the Remembrance Service that wasn't on our roll of 
honour and wanted to share the story. 

I remember how positive Ken always was about church. I think early 
on when I came to Buxton URC in 2012, I quizzed him about some of 
the past things there which I knew were fairly fraught with troubled 
times. But Ken was never once bitter about it or negative, preferring 
to tell me about his memories of the old building or of Sales of Work 
or Ken and Dorothy's trip to the Holy Land. 



At an early age Ken learnt to play the piano, 

which became a lifelong passion and he 

never lost his musical ability. When he 

played the piano in church he played with 

such feeling as if he was praying each note. 

Even up to the last few months of his life 

Ken continued to come to church and to 

hear him singing hymns with a strong voice 

was wonderful. 

 

Ken often had published Christian messages 
in the local Buxton Advertiser and High Peak 
News during the seventies.  
 
It was during the church interregnums of 
1972 – 1974 and 1981 – 1994 that Ken 
along with Dorothy led the church during 
what has been regarded as very challenging 
times. It is said that without their spiritual 
leadership and commitment to the Lord 
there would not be a United Reformed 
Church in Buxton today. 
 
In 1978 Ken was involved in the moving of 

yhuthe salvaged church furnishings from the 

fire damaged church building in Hardwick 

Mount up the road to the present church 

building which was the Sunday School in 

Hardwick Square East. He, John Perkins and 

Ken Lorimer moved a lot of heavy items up 

the hill including the pulpit on a 

wheelbarrow through the deep snow to the 

present church location. 

 

I know he told the story many times of the 
pulpit being walked up from the burnt 
church building in the deep snow on a 



wheel barrow but when Martha and I went to the Matlock record 
office to look at the church history, Ken's voice and familiar 
handwriting were there in the minutes of meetings dating back 
decades, as he quietly and faithfully served in his community. 

When I visited Ken and Dorothy at home, he might often only get to 
say a few words (!) but only after a warm welcome and cup of tea, 
(made by him) and always his words were well chosen. The family and 
the fellowship meant everything to him and his faith gave him a peace 
which even in the hardest times of coping with Dorothy's illness, made 
a significant difference.   
 
Ken was proud of the achievements of his 3 children, 16 
grandchildren and at least 23 great grandchildren! Every month there 
were family birthday’s to celebrate and cards to be sent. As a church 
there were times that we prayed for the special needs of individual 
members of his family. 
 
Ken and Dorothy took a great interest in and loved our grandchildren 
Purdy and Jake and we always took them round to their home when 
they were visiting us from France. Even at the church services the 
children always chose to sit beside Ken and Dorothy. 
 
Ken kept himself active to include walking and swimming but as he 
became more confined to quarters, because of his devotion to caring 
for Dorothy, he maintained an interest in news of the church family.  
 
On visits to Ken and Dorothy we shared in Holy Communion and 
would always finish with a prayer time to which he would contribute 
in a very natural and peaceful way.  
There are so many more memories that can be recalled by those of us 
in our church family who knew Ken over a great many years. 
 
Ken and Dorothy made marmalade to be sold at the monthly 
Saturday Coffee mornings (and the Lunch Club) in aid of many 
charities including the Leprosy Mission and Action Aid.  
 
Ken’s recollections of work with ICI as a chemist at the quarry was 
something I really enjoyed hearing about. He was part of Probus too. 



Many years ago Ken was made an horary guider because he did so 
much supporting Dorothy and the guides. 

He was also supportive of new things happening, from encouraging 
and supporting the Pilots youth group and giving us his recipe for 
Derbyshire Oatcakes for Bew and Brekky-often making them for us 
himself.  

We shall miss Ken. He was always such a gentle, reassuring presence 
in the church, and someone who carried so much of the history of the 
church, too.  

It's an overused term to say that someone was 'a pillar of the church', 
but Ken and Dorothy really were that for many years. I rejoice that 
they are re-united in heaven. 
 
Thank you to Steve Fisher, Jennie Gill, Tim Miller, Roger Horne, Mark Houghton and John Philips 
for your contributions about Ken.           Eileen and Peter Blane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ken’s family, especially his grandchildren living in Australia amongst many 
other places around the world are desperate to have a memorial service in 
our church building when and if they are allowed to.   

Jennie Gill’s Grandparents, Noreen and Peter Blackwell, 
Dorothy, Norah, (Dorothy’s sister) and Ken.  

All are with the Lord now except Norah. 
 
 



Ken Phillips’ recipe for Derbyshire Oatcakes 

“I remember his Derbyshire oatcakes made for the 'Brew and Brekky' 
mornings run by the Pilots: the first Derbyshire oatcakes I had ever 
tasted and still the best!”  
 
Ken made many hundreds, if not thousands, of 
oatcakes during his life. His grandchildren, 
when visiting Ken and Dorothy, often requested 
some to take home with them. 
We thought you might like the recipe that he 
typed out for us many years ago. 



Richard Update  

 
This is a very recent picture of our very good friend Richard Bower 
with his guitar so that he can work and exercise his left hand (stroke 
side) to make chords. I don’t know what his music sounds like now 
but that’s not the point. 
 
This is the man who we 
all prayed for as he 
approached end of life 
care after about 8 
weeks on a ventilator in 
intensive care with 
Covid 19. A “God 
incidence “ 48 hours 
before he was due to be 
switched off led to a 
Christian consultant looking at Richard’s brain scan and deciding he 
needed more time. Very soon after this this he has slowly woken up 
to be at the point where he is Covid free and has left Manchester 
Royal Infirmary and is now in a rehabilitation centre in Trafford Park 
Manchester 
 

What a journey! And  an answer to prayer 🙏 Thank you God!  
But it’s not over by any means yet. 
 
Richard has now been in rehabilitation for a month and in each day 
he can see improvements, baby steps, like making a fist with his 
hand, lifting his stroke side arm to his head, cycling 6 miles on a 
recumbent assisted bike and even very recently pulling himself up 
onto his legs. There are also dark times when he looks at a photo on 
his bedroom wall of himself with his family on a local hillside and he 
fills up with tears wondering if he will ever do that again. He is 
desperate to eat and drink and has failed the swallow test 2 or 3 
times.  
He is a strong, determined man, patience is not always his strong 
point, so we need to keep praying for him on this journey. At the 
moment he is bedridden and hoisted into a chair for visitors. He gets 



little sleep as his neck and shoulder aches as he slips position in bed 
as he tries to sleep. Each day he’s so motivated and pulls elastic 
bands attached to his bed to stimulate his muscles. He has been one 
of only 2 people in the rehabilitation centre to have a special 
treatment called Phagenyx® which is when the throat muscles are 
electrically stimulated. He has learnt how to lift his larynx to help with 
swallowing a teaspoon of fluid. Next Wednesday is the swallow test 
again so let’s get behind him and pray this one in.  
 
Pray also for Lois his wife and 2 grown up children Amy and Ally who 
need our prayer support too. 
 
Thanks to anyone who has been a part of prayer in this to date and 
going ahead to get Richard back on his feet. You can hear a 3 to 5 min 
blog of his 
each day on 
Podstellar 
called 
Richard’s 
Recovery 
which is 
frank and 
honest.  
 
We took this 
photo on 27th June when we visited Richard in the Rehab. Unit. 

Debbie and Phil Delight xx 

 

Thought for the day: 
 
In these modern times almost 
everything is permitted but 
practically nothing is forgiven. 
 

God permits rather less yet everything can be forgiven.  
 
Cardinal  Francis George 

  



 

People, people where are you heading 

How are you going to cope? 

There really is no answer 

You desperately need hope. 

 

You really cannot work life out 

It's not meant for you to know 

The sky you see, the breath you breathe 

All tell us this is so. 

 

O look ahead, God is your hope 

He's the way, the truth, the life 

Look forward and then focus 

He's the One who'll satisfy. 

 

Live life simply and keep calm 

Have fun, laugh and smile 

Carry on when it may be hard 

It's worth the extra mile. 

 

Christ in us the glorious hope 

The world still falls around 

Events prove this is sadly true 

We have our solid ground. 

 

Hold onto your hope 

Watch your triumph unfold. 

Hope is believing and trusting 

Hope keeps trying 

Hope carries on 

Hope brings joy 

Hope never stops 

Hope wins 

Hope opens the door 

Let go and let God. 
 
Fiona Bingham  



n Northern Ireland Ruth Samson’s husband has also started to 
recover from coronavirus and she spoke of their experience to a 

ladies midweek meeting at Dunseverick Baptist Church called Walk 
For Life. It is a very precious testimony which I transcribed and Ruth 
gave her permission for us to publish it in our church magazine so 
here it is. 

Eileen Blane 

 

 
Ruth Sampson’s Testimony on 27th May 2020 for the 
Walk for Life Meeting at Dunseverick Baptist Church 

 
“Hello ladies, it’s lovely to join you tonight on your Walk for Life for 
Dunseverick. I am Ruth 
Samson and I’m married to 
Tom. I have two children, 
Peter 22 and Alice 17.  
 
There is a verse in the last 
two months that I’ve really 
held on to from Philippians 4 
v 6-7.  Do not be anxious 
about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the 
peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  The reason why I’ve held onto 
that verse today is two months ago on 24th March Tom my husband 
weakened with coronavirus symptoms with a severe fever I had never 
seen before in my life. One week later on Tuesday 31st March Tom 
had to be admitted into Antrim Hospital. On 2nd April Tom phoned us 
at 2 am to say his condition had deteriorated and he was being 
moved into ICU. He needed to be placed on life support ventilator 
and he needed to say good bye to us. That was a difficult call for Tom 
and for us and he told me that when he was taken to hospital in the 
ambulance he saw a light and a voice saying “I’m not finished with 
you yet Tom Sampson.”  

I 



 
Tom spent 35 days in ICU – 35 days on dialysis and 35 days on a 
ventilator. During that time we received one call per day with 
someone from ICU, it could have been 24 – 30 hours between calls so 
we learnt as a family 2 Corinthians 5 v 7 “For we live by faith, not by 
sight. “ We also learnt Psalm 18 v 32 “It is God who arms me with 
strength and keeps my way secure.” Those verses became real in a 
very real way. 
 
Thankfully for us Tom is off the ventilator and he’s in the Mater 
Hospital in the rehabilitation unit and he’s learning to walk again and 
is getting his strength back day by day. And all thanks to this ladies, 
can only go to the Lord Himself and the mountain of prayer for Tom 
and for us over what has been a 65 day journey of coronavirus.  
 
On Friday night I got the best treat ever, a real gift from God, of going 
to the Mater Hospital and spending 15 minutes with Tom. I hadn’t 
seen him in seven and a half weeks and neither had he. In that space 
of time we had 3 Zoom calls with Tom. The first one was with me and 
the kids on day 33. The second was myself on Monday 27th April with 
me which was the day that the doctors told me Tom was too weak to 
survive but God had other plans. God intervened.  
 
God bought a Christian ICU Consultant into Tom’s life and the next 
day he performed a tracheostomy and Tom went from strength to 
strength after that. God on this journey has used many people, He 
has used saved nurses giving unsaved nurses, who were nursing Tom, 
pieces of scripture to read to him. God’s word doesn’t return to Him 
void. We will know one day in heaven the impact of that.  
 
Beka Jones sent a physiotherapist on the night that Tom was so low,  
Monday 27th April, on her break to read 23rd Psalm to Tom. I did a 
Zoom call on 27th April and read some verses of scripture to him. One 
Psalm 118 v 17 “I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the 
Lord has done.” Tom has proved that verse already. That verse that 
day moved the doctor holding the Zoom pad for Tom to tears. Again 
who knows what God will use that scripture in the days to come. God 
has used many ICU Christian nurses to witness to Tom and to share 



with him in ICU but also as an opportunity to witness to fellow 
colleagues and fellow doctors.  
 
It is just an amazing story ladies. I cannot tell you all on this short 
video but this I can say is a huge thank you to every one of you who 
prayed for Tom and for us and a huge thank you to the Lord for 
letting Tom survive this horrendous virus.  
 
Please stay at home, stay safe ladies and thank you for everyone who 
phoned us, sent messages and sent practical items to us – we can’t 
thank you enough but all thanks to go to the Lord. One final thought 
I’m leaving with you with this little poem / prayer that has done my 
heart good in these past few days.” 
 
“I met the Lord in prayer today, 
He promised He will guide my way. 
The light He’ll shine when paths are dark, 
My course of life He’s there to mark. 
He counts my hairs, He knows my thoughts.  
The blessings of this life are bought. 
 
(Ruth did not quote the rest of the poem but it is as follows:) 

 
By His power divine, through storms I stand, 
Under His wings He’ll protect me from harm. 
Guarding in love with His outstretched arm, 
By His grace there is peace for my soul. 
Contentment is mine when He’s in control, 
Directing my life is my Lord and Friend. 
True and faithful on Him I depend. Amen” by Tyrone Brown 

   

 
 
Tom Sampson has since been 
discharged from hospital to his home 
to continue his recovery. May the Lord 
continue to bless and strengthen Tom, 
Ruth, Peter and Alice. 



www.tasteofhome.com 

Ways to create a wildlife sanctuary in your garden.

 
Look up www.sttswings.com to get ideas.  

They are good for adults as well as children! 
 

Food Fun  
Shopping for all the food you want may be a challenge with key baking 
ingredients like flour and icing sugar in high 
demand, but you can still get creative in the 
kitchen with what is in the cupboards.  
A cook-off with friends over a video call could 
be a fun way to relieve stress, while eating less 
meat and more seasonal vegetable dishes to 
reduce the carbon footprint of your diet may 
help out local growers facing economic 
hardship. 
Don't forget to make the most of leftovers too - 
stock is one good way to use up uneaten 
chicken or vegetables. But if you can't save the food, try composting waste 
to help with your home garden and plant leftover seeds to see what 
emerges.    

 

Summer Garage Sorting Out! 
Now could be the best chance you'll ever 
get to clean out the spare room or tidy up 
the garage. But instead of throwing things 
out, refill, reuse and recycle - or give them 
away. 
Try your hand at making eco-friendly 
cleaning products ... vinegar is a cheap, 

non-toxic alternative to popular cleaning products – and it won't leave your 
home smelling like a bag of chips. Look on line how to make toilet cleaner or 
toilet bombs.       

Debbie Delight 

Simplyorderly.com  

http://www.sttswings.com/


Now the shops are open again, the Prime Minister has encouraged us to go 
out and spend, spend, spend!  
As George Monbiot says: "If the answer is shopping, we're asking ourselves 
the wrong questions". Spend your hard-earned cash wisely - shop locally, 
shop ethically, buy second hand, invest in yourself - a greener diet perhaps, 
grow your own, buy the tools you need to make and mend things, invest in 
goodies that will be useful or bring you joy for years. Of course we must re-
build, but I hope it won't be the same insane consumerism as before. 
 

 
 
I painted this "The Green Revolution" in February, just before the pandemic 
struck - it chimes now more than ever.  Jane Tomlinson 



Please pray for members 
of our church family, 
especially: 

 
Cath Sterndale and others continuing to give out food bags 
from our church with “Waste Not Want Not”. Up to the date of 
publishing the magazine approximately 1,650 bags have been 
given out. Pray for those who need to be supplied with the 
food. 
 
Jennie Gill and Debbie Delight and other teachers making plans 
to have children return to education in their schools. 
 
Ken Phillips’s sister-in-law Norah in Poole and the rest of Ken’s 
extended family all round the world. 
 
Debbie and Phil Delight’s friend Richard Bower and his family 
and also for Tom Sampson, Ruth, Peter and Alice in Northern 
Ireland. Both families are on the journey of recovery from 
coronavirus. 
 
Eamon, Hannah and baby Katie, members of Simon and Fiona 
Bingham’s family, who are moving to Ireland to live. 
 
Jennie Gill’s dad Anthony needing specialist medical care. 
 
Also pray for Christian farmers in Kajuru, Nigeria who are being 
attacked and shot by militant Islamist Fulani herders.  Rising 
temperatures have transformed pastoral land into desert, 
forcing the herders to seek alternative grazing land. 
 



Dates to Remember – or not! 

 
Lunch Club 
Cancelled until further notice 
 
The church will be open  on Fridays 
between 7 & 8 am for individual private 
prayer. 

 
 
Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays.    Join us at 7:30pm on Zoom:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
 
 
Next Church Meeting 
TO BE ARRANGED 
 
Elders and Leaders Meeting via Zoom at 4:00pm on 9th July. 
 
 

Contributions for the magazine 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 
 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 24th August 2020 
 

for the September publication.  
 
To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that we are not producing a printed magazine, only an 
electronic version that is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk   

 



Everyone is welcome to join our 
Sunday Services on Zoom . 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09 

 

 
 
5th July 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
Communion Service – Charles Jolly 

 
12th July 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning worship – Mark Houghton 

 
19th July 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning worship - OllieTaylor 

 
26th July 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
Songs of Praise –  
                  Simon & Fiona Bingham 

 
2nd August 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
To be arranged 

 
9th August 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
To be arranged 

 
16th August 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning worship – Charles Jolly 

 
23rd August 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
To be arranged 

 
30th August 
 

 
10.30 am 

 
To be arranged 

 

 
PS  
If you don’t know what to do with Ken’s 
Derbyshire Oatcakes how about heating 
them  through and eating them with 
bacon, egg, sausage or even black 
pudding or you might like to put  jam on 
them!  
It is fine to freeze them as well. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09


Below are two reports given 

at the AGM of  

Churches Together in Buxton 

held on 23 June 2020 

 

Reading from Ephesians 4:1-6. Paul encourages the Church in 

Ephesus to live out their new identity in Christ with unity. God 

emphasises unity a lot throughout the Bible. A unity that is often 

expressed in diversity, but a unity, which needs to be worked at, 

intentionally.  

You may recall, a few years ago, you all came to Community Church 

for the gathering of Christian Unity. My message then about our unity 

being based on who we are ‘in Christ’ – new creations, holy people, 

children of God – is still relevant for us going forward. Unity based on 

a way of doing things is unbalanced, but unity based on our position 

in Christ, based on what Christ has done, is a sure foundation, to 

which Jesus referred to as a ‘Rock, which the Church is built on.’ That 

Rock can’t be built on Peter, a man, (although he had a great part to 

play) but upon the truth, ‘you are the Messiah, the Son of the Living 

God.’ This is, in essence, our unifying basis for all purpose and plans. 

People have opinions that can divide or create a form of celebrity 

status within our churches – but God is clear, unity is built on His 

foundation of Jesus the Cornerstone, only.  

I’ve also, emphasised many times, the importance of seeing the 

church as the Body of Christ, and each of our different expressions 

being a part of that Body, with different roles to play. Again, I say, this 

is relevant now and always for the purpose of moving forward. None 

of us have a monopoly on God and none of us have it all perfectly 

sorted. We need each other. We need our diversity, our passions, our 

stories, and our journeys of faith with God, to spur one another on to 

kingdom works in the coming season.  



Over my 3 years as Chair, predominantly shared with Andy Tooze, I 

have been encouraged to see the determination and respect to 

enable this unity to happen. I want to thank Aileen for her wisdom 

and patience as secretary, for Alison, as vice chair devoting herself to 

the cause of Christian unity, and for all of your support and patience 

as we’ve moved forward.  

Highlights: Talking Jesus, Father Gerry’s service of genuine unity at St 

Anne’s, blue sky thinking and our openness to discuss what will shape 

our moving forward together as CTiB. 

This last year, obviously, has had its challenges and, for me, came to a 

slightly easier end due to the COVID-19 epidemic, and yet, even so, 

I’ve been encouraged to see again and again, how the Body of Christ 

has responded to the needs of our community.  

As we move forward, a new Chair, a new world of social distancing 

and zoom meetings (hopefully not!), I encourage you to 1) be open to 

the voice of the Holy Spirit, 2) be missional thinking and find creative 

ways of sharing Jesus with our town and 3) as Paul says, ‘Make every 

effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 

together with peace.’  

God bless you and many thanks for all your encouragement and 

willingness to go with it!  

Pastor Oliver Taylor 

 

Introductory speech  

from Revd Liz English– AGM June 2020 

It is with great pleasure that I have accepted the post of Chair of 

Churches Together in Buxton. I am delighted to have been nominated 

by Aileen and Kate, and then voted in by Ollie and Alison. I look 

forward to working more closely with Alison as Vice Chair, Phillip and 

Aileen as Treasurer and Secretary. 

I am looking forward to taking over the role. I must offer my gratitude 
to Ollie Taylor and Andy Tooze who have faithfully and wisely led this 



 

The B and the U stand for 
Be United and the T O and 
N at the end to remind us 
to Tell Others the News. 

The X being the Cross to be 
the centre of all we do. 

 

group to this point. I have learnt a lot from their careful and 
considered approach. They both continued throughout their 
leadership to have the crazy idea that we can actually work well 
together as different churches; even though we have differences in 
our worship styles, in our theological beliefs and often have been 
taught that this ecumenical working is not possible! Well, we have 
proved that it is! 
 
I am excited about taking over at this point where the group is united 
and already working together well.  
 
For the next two years, as 
Chair, I aim to build on the 
foundation already set. One 
idea I introduced to Buxton 
Team Parish a year ago when 
I started here was a focus on 
the word Buxton, and I think 
this is also relevant to us as a 
group. The B and the U stand 
for Be United and the T O and 
N at the end to remind us to 
Tell Others the News – that could be our focus over the next few years 
– Being united ‘together’ and telling others the news of Jesus 
‘together’. Of course, the X in BUXTON prompts us to recognise the 
cross needs to be in the centre of all we do. 
 
I plan to look at our constitution and our aims as a group, who are we 
and what is the point of us as Churches Together in Buxton. I also plan 
to look at our identity as a group, how we are seen by others, by our 
congregations and our community.  
 
I believe that anything we do as CTIB in the future should be a priority 
for us and our churches and be of the highest quality. We gather as 
Christians with the same heart, to reach out to those who don’t yet 
know Jesus to be able to know him as Saviour and Friend.  
It will be a privilege to work with you all more closely as we move 
forward together as Churches Together in Buxton.  



  

 

 
Hi everyone and welcome to The Zink Project Newsletter. As you can 
imagine, need for foodbanks has increased hugely recently; we have 
had to rework how we do things to protect volunteers, staff, donors 
and clients. Some happy news though: The Zink Project has been 
awarded The Queens Award for Voluntary Service, the charity 
equivalent of an MBE. Read on for more details. 
  
We’re doing some research to help develop The Zink Project further, 
we’d be grateful if you could complete this survey: 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MPLGB97 

  
High Peak Foodbank 

Foodbank users now need an appointment to collect an emergency 
food parcel. If you are a referral organisation, please use our referral 
number to book your client an appointment: 07811 684299.  
In addition to emergency food, we also issue supplementary food 
parcels. These are made up of supermarket surplus food and 
donations from businesses. We are especially grateful to Morrisons, 
Tesco, Aldi and Waitrose for their donations. Parcels are delivered by 
volunteers from Buxton Street by Street and councillors Charles 
Lawley and Kath Sizeland and their team in Chapel. These 
supplementary parcels enable struggling families to manage without 
having to ask for an emergency food parcel. 
  
Zink Employability 

We set up a Corona Employability service to support people made 
jobless as a result of the pandemic to get back into work or undertake 
training online to help improve employment prospects. We appealed 
for laptops so people could do this training and the High Peak 
Community responded generously. Stuart from IT Solutions in Buxton 

https://highpeakfoodbank.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=599d226ff288bcdb0386da2d8&id=a926a0af69&e=9c8ef2dcfe


helped out by wiping and refurbishing the laptops. A great example of 
the High Peak coming together to help those in need get back on 
their feet! 
To get help from Zink Employability to move into work, email 
jane@zink.org.uk. 
  
Buxton Community Café is on hold for the time being, hope to come 
back soon! 
  
New Staff 
Zink is pleased to welcome Hannah Daglish as our new Development 
Manager. Hannah will be working alongside Deputy CEO, Jane Kirk 
Bagshaw to bring in new community services to Zink. This post is 
funded by the National Lottery Reaching Communities programme. 
Caitlin Bisknell has started to work for Zink as Covid 19 Surplus Food 
Coordinator, funded by DEFRA and partly by the National Lottery. 
Kate Barratt is our new work coach on the Towards Work 
programme. This project is funded by the European Social Fund and 
the National Lottery Community Fund. 
  
Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service  

Everyone at The Zink Project was 
delighted to hear that we have been 
honoured with The Queen’s Award 
for Voluntary Service, the equivalent 
of an MBE. The award recognises the 
work our volunteers put in to the 
project. It has come at a time when 
Zink is under more pressure than 
ever and this is likely to continue as we come out of lockdown and 
the government’s financial support measures diminish. Volunteers 
will be invited to Buckingham Palace next May and there will be a 
presentation ceremony held by the Lord Lieutenant of Derbyshire 
later in the year. Thanks to all our volunteers and supporters for 
helping The Zink Project to achieve this and to Cllr. Keith Savage, Cllr. 
Ruth George and Derbyshire County Council Multi Agency Team for 
nominating us.  



Buxton United Reformed Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would be very happy to warmly welcome 
everyone who wishes to join us for Sunday 

worship. 
 

But 
because of the current restrictions all church 
services and all other activities in the church 

building have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Instead 
we are arranging virtual services on Sundays  
at 10.30 am using Zoom. If you have internet 

access you are welcome to join us using the link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09 

 

 
 

Once things are back to normal we will again 
offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 

Christian Worship in our church building. 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09


 


