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Wonderful to be back at Harbour Cottage 
Ballintoy – October 2019 

 
 
Ballintoy we are back! 
 
This wonderful part of the north Antrim coast of Ireland is for us a 
refuge. The dive bombing gannets seemed to have migrated but still 
we were able to sit at the window watching the oyster catchers 
feeding at dawn and dusk along with two herons perched on the tall 
craggy rocks fishing. Two seals came to the bay nearly every day and 
one lay on a low-lying rock for hours until after sunset.  
 
On Sunday evening we decided to join Dunseverick Baptist 
Tabernacle for their evening gospel service. 
The church is located in a rural location, 
although it draws people from the 
neighbouring towns of Bushmills (where 
the famous whiskey is made) on one side 
and Ballycastle on the other.  
 
Our first impression, as we parked in a very 
large car park - the sound of wonderful hymn singing. No we weren’t 
late; they seemed to have a time of singing before the start of every 
service. 
 
The welcome we had from folk was great and we were a bit amused 
when four people recognised Peter and came up to him and 
welcomed him back to the church again. We had never been there 
before so it seems Peter has a twin in Ireland! 
 
A lasting impression for me during the service was the announcement 
of the Bible reading and, during a pause, hearing the sound of a lot of 
rustling paper. Most people had bought their own Bibles with them 
to church and the rustling of paper was them turning to the passage 
in their Bibles. A younger man next to Peter shared his Bible with him. 
 



Following the service “a cup of tea” was served in the back room. 
When we went through to get it we were faced with a huge “spread” 
of cakes. If I had to describe it in one word it would be SUGAR! 
We chatted with folk including Pastor Billy Jones who had previously 
been a missionary in Brazil with his family for ten years. 
 
On Monday we decided to return to the church as the long weekend 
was devoted to Mission and the guest speaker was Stanley Kyle, 
talking about Arab World Ministries. Stanley works in Belfast with 
Muslins helping them in many practical ways. 
 
Agnes, Billy’s wife, had quite a chat with us after the meeting and 
invited us for coffee on her day off work on Thursday. 
 
What else does the church get involved with? 
 
In June members of the fellowship held a two week McCurdy’s Potato 
Barn Mission in Portbradden which was well attended by the farming 
community. 
 
Sunday summer evening “drive in” services at 7pm are held in the 
enormous church car park during July and August. 
 
The church last year held a deaf awareness and sign language 
certificated course.  
 
The famous Vauxhall International 2019 
North West 200 Race Week is a 
motorcycling race meeting held each May in 
Northern Ireland. It is held on a 8.970 mile 
(14.436 km) road course between the towns 
of Portstewart, Coleraine and Portrush 
along the Causeway Coast and Glens. The 
church was open for motor bikers and 
spectators in May providing free food, liquid 
refreshments and a comfort stop. Ending 
the Race Week a special service on Sunday morning followed by a 
Fellowship lunch was provided for all visitors. 



Photo taken from “Draped in Lace” 

There is a lot more that goes on in this dynamic church. 
 
Coffee with Agnes on the Thursday morning was great. I wonder if 
you have ever been invited to someone’s home for coffee and you 
don’t know them and wonder what on earth you are going to talk 
about. Well for the first three 
quarters of an hour we spoke 
about nothing but pigs, sheep, 
cattle showing and my uncle’s 
farm in Portglenone! Yes, 
Peter does know something 
about specialist breeds but 
one sheep that we didn’t know 
about was Teeswater sheep 

that is not only renowned for 
its high lustre fleece but is 
among the rarest sheep in the UK and Agnes’ family keep them.  

 

Then we had coffee in Denby mugs with more “spread” provided. 
One thing that we did taste was carrot cake jam on our scones. It is 
great and not a cake crumb in sight! I am going to make some. 
 
It was then that Agnes told us about her two daughters being 
involved in a life threatening accident and a dangerous work situation 
in July last year. 
 
Rebekah’s life, following a severe road traffic accident with a fully 
loaded car transporter and trailer, was only saved by the Air 

Ambulance Northern Ireland 
staff. She had very severe 
injuries that required her to be 
looked after 24 hours a day for 
nearly nine months by Agnes 
and others at a family farm 
away from the manse because 
it was not suitable for nursing 
Rebekah back to health.  
 



Agnes and Billy’s other daughter, Sarah, had her life put in severe 
danger at work by a special needs student and this happened the 
same week as Rebekah’s accident. 
 
As we said our goodbyes, Agnes welcomed us giving her big hugs. 
 
As we were walking back to our car I said to Peter that I thought 
Agnes seemed to need us to listen to her and try to understand just 
how traumatic things had been for the whole of the family. Certainly 
the difficulties they had to cope with are something we will long 
remember. 
 
This is just a part of our wonderful holiday in Ireland that I share with 
you.  
 
We wished we could have stayed longer in Ballintoy but we will be 
back, God willing, in October for two weeks next year. 

Eileen Blane 
 

 
 

Mark Houghton’s induction: 
 

 Date : Saturday December 7th 

 Time: 3.00 pm 

 Place: Rose Hill URC, Chesterfield 

 Attendances - all North Derbyshire churches are welcome. 

Rev Peter Meek, Rev Camilla Veitch and Rev Marcus Hargis 

will be present. Peter is preaching 

 Tea & Coffee - after the service 

 
The venue was originally Buxton but Synod decided to change it to 
Rose Hill URC in Chesterfield (a "resource church") to emphasise that 
Mark's involvement is with the whole of North Derbyshire.   



Buxton United Reformed Church 
Everyone is welcome to come to our 

Sunday Services  
 

 
 
 

 
3

rd
 November 

 

 
10.30 am 

 
Communion Service - 
                              Mark Houghton 

 
10

th
 November 

 

 
10.30 am 

 
Remembrance Sunday 
Fellowship Service 
 

 
17

th
 November 

 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning Worship – Charles Jolly 
 

 
24

th
 November 

 

 
10.30 am 
 

 
Morning Worship – Phil Delight 
 

 
1

st
 December 

 

 
10.30 am 

 
1

st
 Sunday in Advent 

Fellowship Service 
 

 
A Commitment for Life Prayer  

 
Do not give us rest, Lord, while people are hungry and we are rich. As long as 

justice is a dream, press us on and do not give us rest. 

 

Do not give us peace, Lord, while people live in fear and we are safe. As long 

as hatred stifles love, stir us up and do not give us peace. 

 

Do not give us comfort, Lord, while people are desperate and we are well. As 

long as lives are lived in pain, disturb us and do not give us comfort. 

 

But give us hope to share, O Lord, hope that disturbs and stirs and shakes, 

the hope of Job, the hope of the lame, a hope of new life beyond the pain, 

Until all find comfort and peace and rest, Lord give us hope to share.  

 

Francis Brienen from “A Restless Hope” 

Submitted by Charles Jolly 



NEWS FROM THE CHURCH ECO GROUP 
 

Hi everyone, hoping to inspire and 
encourage you all with tips and news to 
help you recycle, look after our 

environment and Save our Planet 🌍  

 

PLASTIC RECYCLING NEWS  ... Did you know ? 

Approximately 300 million tons of plastic is produced globally each 
year and plastic  bottle tops / caps are amongst the top 5 biggest 
contributors to plastic pollution. They take many, many years to 
break down. They are made from a 
plastic that can be recycled, but the 
vast majority of local authorities do 
not have the equipment or facilities 
to process them, particularly small 
bottle tops. This is often because the 
bottle tops are too small to go 
through the machinery, and can 
cause a problem in the process. 

They are often made from different plastic resin to the rest of the 
bottle or container too, which can make it more complicated.  

 

Recycle Now actually advise you to put them back on to your 

bottle and that way they will get recycled, but that is certainly not the 
case in every area and we should definitely check locally. I will try to 
find this out and let you know what happens locally here in the High 
Peak Council or if anyone knows tell me! So what you can do 
meantime is  

LUSH Cosmetics 

Handmade cosmetic company Lush will recycle your plastic bottle 
tops so save your lids and head on down to your local Lush shop and 
help the environment at the same time! They accept them in all 
stores, however, they are not now accepting lids by post, as they 

https://www.recyclenow.com/what-to-do-with/plastic-bottles-0
https://uk.lush.com/


were inundated! Nearest stores to Buxton are Stoke on Trent, 
Sheffield and Manchester.  

 

The bottle tops are sent away to Lush’s Green Hub in Poole where 
they are processed and broken down into pellets and then sent to 
another company (Storm Board in Somerset) to be made into boards. 
This is then used for useful things from wall cladding to waterproof 
furniture ( chairs and benches ) and beehives. They’ve even been 
used to make a play area at a refugee camp in France. 

 

You can include most CLEANED plastic bottle tops, including ... 

 Lush bottle caps  

 milk bottle caps  

 soft drink and sports drink caps  

 juice bottle caps  

 fabric softener caps  

This is my collection so far in 2 months of collecting.  

Lush are NOT able to take large, thick plastic lids (like coffee jar lids) 
as these do not go through the small granulator. 

 

OTHER RECYCLING NEWS  ...” unrecyclable plastic “ such 

as crisp packets and empty toothpaste tubes ... 

 

(Ps. Did you know that a plastic 
toothpaste tube takes between 300 
and 500 years to decompose !  And 
Day Zero shop in upper Buxton sells 
toothpaste in glass jars ) 

 

Transition Buxton has recently coordinated recycling bins at 
Sainsbury’s on the market place for crisp packets and toothpaste 
tubes. The items are separated, parcelled up and sent to Terra Cycle 

http://stormboard.net/


who processes the items. Within the first six weeks, they have 
collected almost 5kg of items which would have otherwise been sent 
to landfill or ended up in the ocean. Another drop-off point for hard-
to-recycle items is Burbage Primary School who take cake and biscuit 
wrappers and pens and another set of Transition Buxton collection 
bins will soon be in place at the Devonshire Dome. Transition Buxton 
are also currently looking for spaces in Lower Buxton to put their bins 
so watch this space for an update. 

That’s all for this month, hope you learnt something, were challenged 
to do something by reading this that will help us to look after our 
wonderful planet that God gave us. 

Debbie Delight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Sunday 15th December 
we will be having a 

carol service at 10.30 am 
at our church. 

This will be taking the form 
of a songs of praise service. 

 
 

Please would you let Simon and Fiona have your favourite 
choice of carol to be included as soon as possible. 

  

CAROL SERVICE 

Sunday 15th 

December 

At 10:30 am 



Dates to Remember 
 

Lunch Club 
The next lunch will be on 
           Thursday 7th November 
 
The Christmas lunch will be on  
           Thursday 12th December 
 
 

Fellowship Evenings 
Wednesdays at 7:30 – 9:00pm 
Locations to be announced 
 
Next Church Meeting 
Sunday 8th December after the morning service.  
Simon & Fiona Bingham will be proposed as elders. 

 

Contributions for the magazine 
 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 

 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 25th November 2019 
 

for the December/January publication.  
 
To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that, in addition to the printed magazine, an electronic 
version is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk  

 



Meeting of Buxton URC Eco Group held on October 13th 2019 
 

Present: Alison Darby, Roger Horne, Debbie Delight, Charles Jolly 

 
This was the inaugural meeting of the Eco Group, which has been set 
up to promote and monitor care for Creation in the church.  We will 
do this by working through the Eco Church scheme as designed by A 
Rocha.  This is a 'user-friendly' programme of progressive steps that 
churches can take in worship, in the use of buildings and land, in links 
with the local community, in supporting campaigns and in the 
lifestyles of members.  The church has already 
met the not-too-onerous criteria for the bronze 
award so we are now working towards the 
silver award, hopefully followed after a lot 
more work by the gold award.  In doing this we 
will also supporting the efforts of the Synod to 
become a bronze, then silver, then gold Synod. 
 
One of the requirements to become an Eco Synod is to adopt an 
environmental policy.  A draft policy was presented to the meeting of 
Synod on 12th October and churches have been asked to discuss this 
and to suggest improvements in the hope that a policy can be 
adopted at the March meeting of Synod.  Copies of the draft policy 
are pinned up at the back of the church and we hope it can also be 
included on the Church web-site. 
  
One of the key targets of the environmental policy is for the churches 
of the Synod as a whole to become net zero carbon in terms of 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2030 and net zero carbon in terms of 
consumption by 2040.   According to the National Climate Change 
Committee, greenhouse gas emissions within the territory of the UK 
are currently the equivalent of about 8 tonnes of CO2 per capita.  To 
this should be added about a further 5 tonnes of CO2 equivalent per 
capita where the carbon is embodied in net imports, aviation and 
shipping.  So the consumption emissions of the UK are about 13 
tonnes of CO2 equivalent per capita.  To reduce the emissions of the 
whole country to zero by 2045 (as demanded by Christian Aid) and of 
the whole world to zero by 2055 (as demanded by the IPCC) is a huge  



ask but it is the only way to prevent 
devastating consequences for many 
of the world's poorest peoples. 
 
The Eco Group decided to submit a 
monthly article and a monthly low-
carbon tip to the church magazine.  
We need to find ways of making eco 
links with other users of the 
buildings, 
  
Looking further afield, we also need 
to make eco links with other 
churches in Buxton Churches 
Together and also links with other 
URC and LEP churches in this Area.  
We will also build links with 
Transition Buxton and as a start we 
will jointly sponsor a talk by Chris Walsh of the Kindling Trust (which 
encourages local food production in Manchester) in the church on 
Wednesday 23rd October.  
  
We hope that the Church will agree to a survey next spring by 'Green 
Journey' a Christian Company that provides free energy surveys for 
churches and bulk buys 100% green electricity and 100% green gas at 
the best possible prices.  There is no obligation to join the bulk-buying 
scheme but we hope that the Church will give it very serious 
consideration following a survey.   

Charles Jolly. 

 

 

GREEN TIPS FOR NOVEMBER:   

 Shop where offered paper or compostable bags and 

refuse single-use plastic bags where possible.   

 Take your own bags and containers where practicable.   

 Visit 'Day Zero' eco shop at the top of Bath Road.  

Climatepositions.com 
 

The IPCC Report ‘Global 
Warming of 1.5°C‘ released 
October 2018, finds that limiting 
global warming to 1.5°C would 
require reductions of global 
human-caused CO2 Emissions 
(carbon dioxide) of 45% by 
2030 compared to 2010, and 
reach zero emissions around 
2050¹. 

http://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/
http://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15/


CHANGE IN THE CHALLENGE 
 

Do we want to see a difference? 
Our lives to see some change? 
An alternative to things as they 
are. 
Even though it may be strange. 
 
As people we all have to grow. 
Mature from age to age. 
Our lives move on from year to 
year 
As we come into each stage. 
 
God has a very special plan. 
For us to be saved from our sin. 
The call is to be born again 
And let Jesus come in. 
 
The call is now to lose our lives. 
To follow Jesus Christ. 
He's the only one to save our 
souls. 
Come as a living sacrifice. 
 
We're in a life of challenge. 
As we allow ourselves to be 
changed. 
Knowing healing and new 
growth. 
Moving forward every day. 
 

The situations and the people 
We come across each day, 
Will bring difficult changes. 
Of this we have no say. 
 
 
Worry cannot bring any change. 
Let the Lord do the sorting out. 
He always has the answer. 
Of this there is no doubt. 
 
 
This life is really very short. 
We are here for a reason. 
Take the tests and graduate. 
It's only for a season. 
 
As we sow our lives to the Lord. 
Together and individually. 
It will get better as we move on 
Forwards and reap eternity. 
 
 
Faith in Jesus changes things. 
Yesterday is history. 
Today is here, tomorrow will 
come. 
It's all a mystery. 
 

“To everything there is a season.  A time for every purpose.” 
Ecclesiastes 3 v1 

Fiona Bingham 

You are welcome to join us for prayer at the Church every 
Friday morning any time between 7am and 8am.            

Simon and Fiona Bingham   



 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Worship 

 

There will usually be a Service at 10.30 a.m.  

each Sunday 

Please check inside this magazine for details of the services 

as the format will vary from week to week 

 

 
 

We offer a sincere, loving welcome to all  
in Christian Worship 

 

Web site:  www.buxtonurc.org.uk 

 
 

Weekly Activities for Children and Young People 
 

 Rainbows: Tues. 5 - 6pm 

Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 

(Mobile Tel. No: 07967205209) 

  

 Brownies: Tues. 6 – 7:30pm 
Leader: Cath Sterndale 

(Mobile Tel. No: 07973670595) 

 

 Guides:  Tues. 6pm 

Leader: Stephanie Sterndale 

(Mobile Tel. No: 07967205209) 

 

Other Activities 
 

Fellowship Evenings – Wednesdays 
Early morning prayers - every Friday drop in between 7 & 8am. 

Lunch Club – 1st Thursday in the month 
Tuesday Club – 2nd & 4th Tuesdays in the month  2pm 


