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BUNCRANA – 
 AMAZING GRACE 

COUNTRY 

 
One of the places that we 
planned to visit during our 
holiday in Northern Ireland this October was Buncrana, the 
largest town in Inishowen in Co. Donegal on the shore of Lough 
Swilly.  
 
So why visit Buncrana? 

• It is where Eileen’s grandmother was born and grew up. 

• According to the Visit Buncrana website ‘Buncrana town 

has loads to see and do. It is a very attractive place to 

live and a very popular holiday destination with a rich 

culture and history.’ 

• John Newton wrote the first verse of Amazing Grace 

there after his ship floundered in a storm off the coast 

of Ireland but then managed to reach the safety of 

Buncrana. 

We wanted to explore ‘The Amazing 
Grace Trail’ so as to appreciate better how 
John Newton came to write the hymn.  
 
The early years of his life were extremely 
troubled. He started life as a sailor at the 
age of 11 and was later press-ganged into 
the Royal Navy. He rebelled against the 
navy discipline and was put to work on a 
slave ship. He was transferred to the 



service of the captain of the Greyhound, a Liverpool ship, in 1747, 
and on its homeward journey, the ship was overtaken by an 
enormous storm but, after praying earnestly, the ship ended up 
at Buncrana where he penned the first verse of ‘Amazing Grace’. 
 
John wrote about 
being snatched from 
death in the storm. 
“Before we had been 
there two hours the 
wind, which seemed 
to have been 
providentially 
restrained till we 
were in a place of safety, began to blow with great violence. If we 
had continued at sea we must have gone to the bottom.” 
 
“About this time, I began to know there is a God that hears and 
answers prayer. I stood in need of an Almighty Saviour. I was 
sorry for my past mis-spent life and purposed an immediate 
reformation.” 
 
John then became a slave ship master, a profession in which he 
served for several years. Bringing slaves from Africa to England 
over multiple trips. He admitted to sometimes treating the slaves 
abhorrently. In 1754, after becoming violently ill on a sea voyage, 
he abandoned his life as a slave trader, the slave trade, and 
seafaring, altogether, wholeheartedly devoting his life to God's 
service. 

John Newton was first a curate in Olney, Buckinghamshire, 

(home of the Shrove Tuesday pancake race) and published 

“Amazing Grace” in "Olney Hymns" in 1779.  

 

The” Amazing Grace” mosaic at the edge of Lough Swilly 



He fought alongside William Wilberforce, leader of the 
parliamentary campaign to abolish the African slave trade. He 
described the horrors of the slave trade in a tract he wrote 
supporting the campaign and lived to see the British passing of 
the Slave Trade Act 1807.  

 

The lyrics of Amazing Grace” are quite literally a testimonial of 
the restoring power of God’s love. The hymn’s meaning and 
theme illustrate that even when we are lost, we can be found by 
grace.  
 
We wonder if activists realise the “Amazing Grace” memorials at 
Buncrana are there because of John Newton’s involvement with 
the slave trade and God’s saving and transforming grace to him! 
Certainly, Christians over the last two hundred years have 
understood the circumstances that inspired the hymn to be 
written and it has become one of the most popular hymns. 
 
We would love to have come back from Ireland and tell you we 
walked the Amazing Grace trail but unfortunately because of the 
peak in Covid 19 lock down in Donegal we will not be able to 
cross the border to visit Buncrana. 

Peter & Eileen Blane 
 

Godtube 



 

Please pray for members 
of our church family, 
especially: 

 
The whole of the Bingham Family. 

For Simon that the Lord will calm his apprehension and give him 
peace in preparation for the brain operation to remove the 
tumour and also prevent Simon from having any further strokes. 
He is being put on the urgent operating list and will be having 
the operation at Salford Royal (Hope) Hospital. It is very 
probable that the operation will be soon. 
Pray for peace for the whole family as the decision for the 
direction of Simon’s care has not been what any of them 
expected. May they know God’s continual love and peace 
surrounding them each day. 
Fiona has reduced her steroids for arthritis with no ill effect so 
pray that that will continue. 
 
Samuel Houghton at Manchester University. 
 
For all young people and their teachers at school. 
 
Charles and Alison Jolly in the preparations for their move up north. 
 
Cath Sterndale, Daniel and others continuing to give out food bags 
from our church with “Waste Not Want Not”. Up to the date of 
publishing the magazine approximately 3,000 bags have been given 
out. Pray for those who need to be supplied with the food. 
 
For Zoom technology because without it we would have found the 
restrictions preventing us to meet each other because of Covid19, very 
hard to cope with. 
 
  



Dates to Remember – or not! 
 

Sunday services 10:30am via Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09 
 

 
4th October  Join the national URC service 
11th October  Harvest Songs of Praise – Cath Sterndale 
18th October  Charles Jolly 
25th October  To be arranged 
 

 
 
Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays.    Join us at 7:30pm on Zoom:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
Next Church Meeting     TO BE ARRANGED 

 
 
Elders and Leaders Meeting via Zoom   -  Thursday 1st October 

 
Lunch Club     Cancelled until further notice 

 

Contributions for the magazine 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 
 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 25th October 2020 
for the November publication.  
 

To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that we are not producing a printed magazine, only an 
electronic version that is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09


It’s Harvest Time 
 

 
 

A prayer of praise and thanksgiving 
 
For fields of wheat and barley; for oil-seed rape and maize, 
for healthy herds, for sheep and pigs, 
We give thanks. 
 
We praise you for the harvest of local hedgerows, 
for the straggling bramble; for black showers of elderberry, 
for mushrooms nestling in the dewy grass 
We give thanks. 
 
We praise you for the harvest of 
gardens and allotments; 
For earthy roots and crackling 
cabbage, 
for hanging beans and striped 
courgette 
We give thanks. 
 
Lord we praise you for the harvest of talents in this church; 
for buildings well maintained, 
for flower arrangements and music, 
for responsible stewardship, 
for charities supported. 
We give thanks. 
 
We praise you for the harvest of fellowship here in Buxton; 
for friends made and support given. 



For people with whom to laugh and with whom to weep. 
We give thanks. 
 
Lord we praise you for the harvest of prayer in this church. 
For commitment deepened; 
for discipleship taken up, for the cross carried and 
the burdens borne 
We give thanks. 
 
So Lord we offer you our praise and thanks for this harvest time. 
Bless us, strengthen us, unite us in your love. 
Amen 
 
 

Confession 
 
As we celebrate your goodness so we confront our own sin, 
our greed and insensitivity, 
our failure to appreciate what we have 
and the opportunities you have given, 
Our readiness to complain, 
our unwillingness to praise. 
Father, forgive and renew us. 
 
Food taken for granted, 
work unappreciated and poorly 
rewarded; 
Self-centred blindness to other’s needs. 
Deliberate deafness to the cries of the 
hungry, 
Coldness of heart to those deprived of 
affection, 
Father, forgive and renew us. 
 
A landscape threatened and an economy at risk; 
a countryside disheartened, its communities uncertain and confused, 
its isolation and exclusion ignored. 
Father, forgive and renew us. 

Christian Aid 



 
May our sins be forgiven, 
Our blindness, deafness and coldness of heart be healed. 
May your renewing spirit rest on us 
And fill our nation with your love and hope. 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen 
 

Adapted from The Farming Community Network resources (fnc.com.uk) 

 
 

 
 
 

Story of the Bible, Act 2: The Fall 
 
The first two chapters of the Bible give us a picture of a world that's 
perfectly designed by God and perfectly in line with his will and 
character. People live in the way they're meant to live, and all the 
ingredients of the natural world are in harmony. 
 
But the writer of Genesis knows very well that this isn't the world we 
live in. He knows all about war, famine, hard labour, disease and 
death. There's a twist in the world, and it has to come from 
somewhere. 
 

That picture of Adam and Eve 
eating the forbidden fruit is full 
of meaning. Eve listens to the 
serpent asking, 'Did God say...?' 
– the first temptation is to doubt 
what God commands. 
 
Things go from bad to worse. 
They try to hide from God. 
Adam blames Eve for what he's 
done, and Eve blames the 
serpent, when in fact, both of 
them are responsible. They 



even try to hide from each other: before the Fall, they are naked and 
not ashamed, but after it there's a barrier between male and female. 
It's after the Fall that Adam gives Eve a name, just as he's previously 
named the animals; it's a sign of him beginning to dominate her, as 
men have so often sinfully dominated women throughout history.  
 
Everything that happens in 
Genesis 3 happens all the time. 
People do wrong and try to blame 
other people for it. They're 
ashamed and try to hide. 
Relationships between men and 
women are fractured and 
dysfunctional. Most of all, people 
don't listen to what God says about how to live, imagining that they 
know better. 
 
Eve saw 'how wonderful it would be to become wise' (verse 6) and 
ate the forbidden fruit. The best way to be wise is to pay attention to 
what God commands, and to accept that he knows best. But we're 
still at the beginning of the Bible story: as it continues to unfold, we 
find that God never abandons us and that he's always willing to 
forgive. 
 

This article is the second in a series ‘Story of the bible’  
by the Bible Society.  Source: www.Biblesociety.org.uk 

Author: Mark Woods, 7 February 2020 
 

----------------------------------------
Amazing Grace 

 
Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me. 
I once was lost, but now am found 

Was blind but now I see. 
  



TEARFUND’S BIG QUIZ NIGHT 2020 

Saturday 14th November. 
 
 
Roger Horne will be 
hosting Tearfund’s Big 
Quiz Night to fundraise 
for the charity’s work in 
some of the world’s 
poorest countries. 
 
 
Money raised will go to 
help change the lives of 
people living in poverty - 
like Alaya, her husband Bazwell and their three young children in 
Malawi. They rely on growing maize to survive, but the weather 
patterns that have guided their farming for generations have changed. 
And it’s putting everyone at risk of sickness and starvation. Frequent 

flooding brings diseases like 
cholera and damages their 
home, washing away what little 
food they have. With Tearfund’s 
partner, AG Care, Alaya and 
Bazwell are learning new ways 
of working the land under these 
tough conditions. 
 

 
To take part in Tearfund’s Big Quiz Night at Buxton United Reformed 
Church please contact Roger. 
 
About Tearfund 
Tearfund is a Christian relief and development agency committed to 
eradicating poverty, working in over 50 countries around the world. 
For more information, visit www.tearfund.org. 

  

http://tearfund.org/quiz
http://tearfund.org/quiz
http://www.tearfund.org/


Buxton United Reformed Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would be very happy to warmly welcome 
everyone who wishes to join us for Sunday 

worship. 
 

But 
because of the current restrictions all church 
services and all other activities in the church 

building have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Instead 
we are arranging virtual services on Sundays  
at 10.30 am using Zoom. If you have internet 

access you are welcome to join us using the link  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09 
 

 
 

Once things are back to normal, we will again 
offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 

Christian Worship in our church building. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83585327289?pwd=dFpLWEo5dWZ5MnlOWTVndnRSa1FpQT09

