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Latest positive news – hot off the 

press for March Magazine. 
 
Did you know that a very rare yellow King penguin has 
been photographed on the island of South Georgia but 
not like this one? It has a white breast and the rest of 
it’s body is a pale yellow. 
 

A tame harlequin macraw called Motley, is 
free flying over the Peak District. It has been 
hand fed and reared by Chloe Brown, a zoo 
biology student and who also works part-
time at the Royal School for the Deaf in 
Derby. The flying gives the bird added mental 
stimulation and exercise. 
 

 
Men are you wishing for the barbershop to reopen so you can have a 
much needed haircut? I found this description of 
one man in waiting.  
 
“No man in Britain more urgently needs to visit a 
barbershop. Yes his hair has always been chaotic – 
but never this chaotic. It’s out of control. It’s all 
over the place. It’s standing crazily on end, as if he has just jamed a 
wet fork into the nearest plug socket. He looks halfway between a 

mad scientist in Back to the Future and a 
startled dandilion. And as his hair grows longer 
it’s going to get worse. By this time next month. 
He’ll look like an exploding haystack.” 
      Michael Deacon 

 
Have you guessed who this is about? 
 

 
Well done Lily White, a young girl from Arbroath in Scotland, who 
has been making packages containg tea, coffee and cakes to be 
given to people living alone. 



World record prices for the farmers in Britain! 
 
The latest farming news is that a one year old red fur 
boarder collie called Kim, has just become the most 
expensive sheep dog selling for £27,000. She is a 
very fast learner and worked the cattle and sheep 

well including corralling stubborn rams and cattle. At the same 
auction an eleven week old boarder collie puppy sold for a world 
record price of £6,100. 
 
Dr Pitcher, a gastroenterologist at Northwick Park Hospital in 
London has taken to visiting his patients on the ward and playing 
them “Smile”, Charlie Chaplin’s song, amongst other music, on his 
violin.  
His playing has bought the franticly busy nurses and doctors to a 
standstill as they pause to listen to the music. For the patients who 
are not allowed visitors, it has bought a welcomed moment of 
comfort and joy and some have broken down in tears including the 
consultant himself! It has been an important and powerful thing.  
Dr Pitcher joined another colleague playing a piano to “play out” an 
A & E Sister who was being discharged after four weeks seriously ill 
with Covid.  

3 
“Smile though your heart is aching 
Smile even though it's breaking 
When there are clouds in the sky, you'll get by 
If you smile through your fear and sorrow 
Smile and maybe tomorrow 
You'll see the sun come shining through for you 
 
Light up your face with gladness 
Hide every trace of sadness 
Although a tear may be ever so near 
That's the time you must keep on trying 
Smile, what's the use of crying?  
You'll find that life is still worthwhile 
If you just smile” 
Nat King Cole 

 



“It is an extraordinary privelege to play it here in the hospital. Music 
touches people’s emotional core in a positive way.” said Dr Pitcher.  
On his days off the doctor plays in an orchestra that gives concerts 
but this is the first time he has played in hospital. 
 

During one Sunday morning service we were 
thinking about the healing of people in the Bible 
with leprosy. At a time where everyday we hear 
about the Covid19 vaccine there is some 
encouraging news about another vaccine being 
developed and that is for protection against leprosy 

- one of the oldest recorded diseases in the Bible. Scientists are also 
trying to develop a vaccine for AIDS. So that is great news. 
 
Well I guess that is all for this month folks! I hope the news has given 
you somethings to smile about.  

Eileen Blane 

 

 
 

Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays. 
Join us at 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Zoom: 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
It would be great if more folk were to join in the Fellowship Evenings. 
 
The evenings are varied and may include:- 

• Bible study 

• Prayer 

• Sharing 

• Fun 

• Dicussion 

• Preparing Sunday Worship 
 
Why not give it a try? You will be most welcome. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09


 

Waste Not Want Not  
 
A Buxton service set up to distribute surplus food during the 
pandemic has just served up its 5,000th parcel. 
 
Since the first lockdown began last March, Waste Not Want Not, 
based at Buxton United Reformed Church, has given away 
thousands of pounds worth of food to the local community. Not 
only has it helped people struggling to cope during the pandemic, 
but also made use of food that would otherwise have ended up 
in landfill. 
 

 
Behind the project is church member 
Cath Sterndale and her son Dan, who 
first came up with the idea four years 
ago: “It’s amazing to have got this far 
– it makes me think of the Biblical 
feeding of the 5,000!” says Cath. 
 
“We originally started collecting left-

over fruit and veg, which would be thrown away even though 
most of it was in excellent condition. Goods were donated 
because they had only a short sell-by date left, but they could 
really help someone struggling financially.” 
 
Initially the scheme aimed specifically to help homeless people 
and was operated under the banner of High Peak Homeless Help, 
with any surplus donations being distributed by local community 
groups. But when the Covid-19 pandemic started they decided 
to open it up to everyone: “There was no stigma if everyone could 
access the service freely.” 
 



A grant from the Bingham Trust allowed Cath and Dan to develop 
the scheme and, since March 2020, Waste Not Want Not has 
been adopted by Buxton URC as a local community service, 
supported by a management committee and five volunteer 
drivers. 
 
It operates six days a week, between 11am-1pm, with Cath and 
Dan setting up tables in the church yard on Hardwick Square East 
and passing bags of food over the wall, to maintain social 
distancing. Originally intended as an eight-week stop-gap 
measure, it has now been running for nearly a year and has just 
handed out its 5,000th parcel.  
 
(As we are going to press with this magazine the number is now 
at 5,287 food parcels.) 
 
Food has been donated by a variety of shops, including Tesco, 
Morrison’s and Waitrose as well as the FareShare scheme. 
Resources have been supplemented by donations and now other 
local churches are getting involved too – along with the nearby 
villages of Litton and Cressbrook. 
 
“Food support is open to all,” says Cath. “We’ve served large 
families who have struggled financially, especially when the 
schools are closed. We’ve delivered to people who are shielding, 
afraid to go out, as well as those who couldn’t get a home 
delivery, were too frail to wait in a long queue or who had lost 
their jobs. We’ve also worked alongside agencies to assist their 
service users, including local schools, police, social services and 
health visitors.” 
 
“Some people come just because they want to prevent food being 
wasted, particularly fruit and veg, and that’s fine because it’s 
how we started out. Some will make a donation, or swap things 
for food they’ve grown at home.” 



Waste Not Want Not has taken over the church hall with its 
changing stock. And it doesn’t just include the usual fruit, veg and 
short-dated tins and packets, there have also been a few 
surprises: from date syrup and stuffed vine leaves to cheeses, 
hams and even Christmas dinners donated by restaurants and 
pubs that could not open to use them. 
 
The range of people helped by Waste Not Want Not has varied 
too: from an elderly woman who was shielding to a student 
struggling to cope away from home. Some days they serve 15 
people during the two-hour slot; other days it’s up to 40. 
 
“It’s good to know we’re helping people,” says Cath. “Some days 
it’s difficult physically because we’re standing out here come rain, 
come shine, come snow! But to be honest we look forward to it – 
it’s kept us sane and given us a purpose over the last few months. 
As long as we’re needed, we’re here.” 

Lesley Caddy 

 

 Waste Not Want Not  
 
At the United Reformed Church.  Buxton 
 
Open 11am-1pm, Monday to Saturday 
 

 
All welcome to come along and share in our food support. 
We usually have a selection of  
fresh fruit and vegetables,  

bread, cakes and pastries,  
tins and packet goods,  

baby supplies  
and many other unusual items available.  

Any questions or for more information  
please call Cath on 07973670595  

The Grocer.co.uk 



Lent and Easter 
arrangements 
 
Arrangements at the moment are sketchy. 
If you wish to be participate in the on-line 
events or would like more details please 
contact Alison Darby. 
 

Lent prayers 
Wednesdays 11am to 12 noon on-line from March 3rd. 
Prayer and discussions based on the ‘Poet’s Gospel’. 
 

Good Friday 
There will be a CTiB on-line evening service. Details are not yet available. 
 

St. John’s Good Friday Service 
St. John’s Church, Buxton are looking at different ways to hold a Good Friday 
service should it need to be done online).  
We're looking at ideas to do with the Stations of the Cross, the key events 
from Jesus's arrest to death.  
We'd like to include art work, poems, prose etc to aid our 
reflection/prayer/worship.  
We could just get this from the internet but when there is a wealth of 
creativity within the town, we thought why not ask you if you'd like to create 
something, perhaps a poem, a painting, prose, a drawing, knitted figures, a 
sewn depiction, anything you'd like, based on one of the Stations.  
Would you be interested in creating something for this service? 
 
If so, you would be given a Station (like Jesus falling under the weight of the 
cross for example) and asked to prayerfully create something to do with that 
Station - the more people we have, the more Stations we can include. 
 
At the service, the creation would be shared with the congregation as we 
travel Jesus' final moments together, either read out/displayed by the 
person who created it or someone leading the service (this would need to be 
planned with the person who created it so that it is properly 
explained/communicated to do the work justice).  
 
Please do prayerfully consider whether you'd like to take part and contact 
Margaret Slyfield or Catrin Hubbard for more details.   



FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 
22 February to 7 March 2021  

In 2021, Fairtrade Fortnight will feel very 
different. 2020 has been a hard year for 
everyone and we know that physically 
campaigning and meeting people will 
continue to be challenging in 2021 but we 
have also heard from so many of you that 
you want to continue to support Fairtrade 
through this time.   

The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us more than ever 
how interconnected we are globally. This interconnection is at the very 
heart of the Fairtrade message and is where your role begins. You are 
part of the Fairtrade movement and you have the power to drive long-
term change, not only with your shopping choices but with your 
support in spreading the message. We just have to do this a little 
differently in 2021!  

CHOOSE THE WORLD YOU WANT 

THIS FAIRTRADE FORTNIGHT 

PICASA BABI PUR 



If 
 
If you could fit the entire population of the world 
into a village consisting of 100 people, 
maintaining the proportions of all the people living on earth,  
that village would consist of 
57 Asians 
21 Europeans 
14 Americans (North, Central and South) 
8 Africans 

 
There would be  

52 women and 48 Men 
30 Caucasians and 70 non-Caucasians 

30 Christians and 70 non-Christians 
 

 
 
6 people would possess 59% of the wealth  
and they would all come from the USA. 
80 would live in poverty. 
70 would be illiterate 
50 would suffer from hunger and malnutrition. 
1 would be dying 
1would be being born 
1 would own a computer 
1 would own a university degree. 
 

If you woke up this morning in good health, you have more luck than  
1 million people who don’t live through the week. 

 
If you have never experienced the horror of war, the solitude of 
prison, the torture of pain, were not close to death from starving, 
then you are better off than 500 million people. 
 
If you can go to your place of worship without fear that someone will 

assault or kill you then you are luckier than 3 billion people.  



If you have a full fridge, clothes on your back, 
a roof over your head and a place to sleep, you 
are wealthier than 75% of the world’s population. 
 

If you have currently money in the bank, in your wallet, and a few 
coins in your purse, you are one of the 8 privilaged few amongst the 

100 in the world.  
 

If your parents are alive and still married you are a rare individual. 
 
If someobne has sent you this message you are extreemly lucky, 
because someone is thinking of you and because you don’t comprise 
of one of those 2 billion who cannot read. 
 
And So 

 
 

Work like you don’t need the money. 
Love like nobody has ever hurt you. 

Dance like nobody is watching. 
Sing like nobody is listening. 

Live as if this was paradise on Earth. 
 
 

 
Think about sending this to your friends. 
 
If you do send it, someone might smile whilst they are reading it  
and that will be positive.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on “Lightening in a jar – slideshare.net” 
Submitted by Roger Horne. 



 

Please pray for members 
of our church family and 
friends, especially: 

 
 
Cath Sterndale, Daniel and others continuing to give out food bags 
from our church with “Waste Not Want Not”. Up to the date of 
publishing the magazine 5,287 food parcels have been given out. 
Pray Cath and Daniel will maintain their health serving the community 
in this way even in the significant weather of Buxton. 
 
Give thanks that Covid vaccines are now starting to be distributed to 
poorer countries of the world. 
 
For teachers, children and parents as young people get ready to return 
to school. 
 
For wisdom for our Government and Scientists who have to continually 
revise decisions because of Covid 19.  
 

 
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes 

to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will 

never be thirsty. But as I told you, you have seen me and still 

you do not believe. All those the Father gives me will come to 

me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I 

have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the 

will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him who sent 

me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given me, but 

raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that 

everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have 

eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day.” 

John 6 v35-40 (NIV)  



 

Dates to Remember 
 

Sunday services 10:30am via Zoom (New Zoom link) 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09  

 

7th March  Mark Houghton 
14th March  Fellowship Service 
21st March  Charles Jolly 
28th March  URC National Service 
4th April   Mark Houghton 
 

Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays.    Join us at 7:30pm on Zoom:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
Next Church Meeting     TO BE ARRANGED 

 
Elders and Leaders Meeting via Zoom  
9th March 2021 

 

Contributions for the magazine 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 
 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 22nd March 2021 
for the April publication.  
 

To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that we are not producing a printed magazine, only an 
electronic version that is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk   

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09


Buxton United Reformed Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would be very happy to warmly welcome 
everyone who wishes to join us for Sunday 

worship. 
 

But 
because of the current restrictions all church 
services and all other activities in the church 

building have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Instead 
we are arranging virtual services on Sundays  
at 10.30 am using Zoom. If you have internet 

access you are welcome to join us using the link  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09  

 

 

Once things are back to normal, we will again 
offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 

Christian Worship in our church building. 
 

Maybe sometime in 2021! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09

