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It was interesting seeing everyone on Zoom 
for the morning service this last Sunday and 
sharing what was the highlight of the week 
for folk. Professional haircuts! The majority 
of us had shorter hair and who would have 
thought a year ago that it would be so 
important to us for it to be the main topic of 
conversation at the start of a service! 
 

Some very good news about puffins. They are back 
for the nesting season in their thousands. Far 
greater number have been recorded on the islands 
of Skokholm and Skomer off the coast of Wales – 
40% more to be exact than the numbers counted in 
2019 and the highest total recorded since the 2nd 
World War.  

 
Good news on the ecosystem front too! Half a metre thick coffee pulp 
waste has been used as compost to cover degraded land in Costa Rica 
and after two years 80% of the area had grown a forest canopy four 
times than that of the hight of controlled land. The compost has the 
ability to decompose much more quickly and has a higher liquid 
content and more carbohydrates which helps the trees grow at a faster 
rate. The rapid growth is the fastest researchers have witnessed in 15 
years of work. Tree cover, size and biodiversity is significantly better 
than on the controlled area. Recent research has suggested allowing 
forests to regenerate naturally can create stronger and more 
sustainable ecosystems than manually planting trees. That is a 
wonderful result using the nutrient rich by-product of the coffee 
manufacturing process that normally goes to waste. 
 
In the March magazine we reported on the development of a vaccine 
for leprosy. This month we can report that a new vaccine for malaria 
has been developed by the University of Oxford. In 2019 a malaria 
vaccine, which was up to 50% effective, was administered to children 
in Malawi, Ghana and Kenya. When trialled in 450 children in Burkina 
Faso, the new Oxford vaccine was found to be 77% effective The Serum 
Institute of India, which has manufactured the vaccine, says it is 



confident of delivering more than 200 million doses of the vaccine as 
soon as it is approved by regulators. Now that really is wonderful 
progress in malaria vaccine development. 

Have you ever wondered why so many people followed Jesus 
especially the group of 5,000 that Jesus fed?  

We read in the gospels that they followed because of the miracles 
Jesus did or perhaps that He was going to perform. They may have 
hoped they would see more sensational miracles but Jesus wanted 
them to be committed.  
 
The following is a true story about a famous French tightrope walker 
who wanted to get people involved in his act but they didn’t want to 
commit themselves.  

In the late 19th century (1859), Blondin, a famous tightrope walker had 
a tightrope placed across the Niagara Falls in the USA.  

He then proceeded to walk across it with a wheelbarrow in front of 
him. Having reached the other side, he stepped down to the applause 
of the crowd. 

He went up to members of the crowd and asked: "Do you believe that 
I can walk back on that rope without falling off?" "Yes" they each 
replied. "Do you really believe I can make" he asked. "Yes" they replied. 
"We’ve just seen you do it" 

"Then" said Blondin "Will you please 
step inside my wheelbarrow and 
come with me". "Oh no" they replied 
"It is far too dangerous!" 

That is the difference between being 
a bystander on the side-lines and 
being committed.  
 

Photo by Jakayla Toney 
Eileen Blane 

https://unsplash.com/@jakaylatoney?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Raise funds with our  

e-envelope in three easy 

steps 

www.christianaid.org.uk  

 
First Create your fundraising page 

Share with you church, family & friends 

Fundraise with your e-envelope 
 

About our e-envelope 
Without water, every day is a struggle. Helping communities to 
access a reliable water source is key in enabling them to 
withstand even the most unpredictable weather. Our e-envelope 
is designed to support you in your fundraising. It’s easy to share 
on social media or by email and you will also receive a unique link 
which could be added to newsletters, emails or other materials 
to help make fundraising simple this Christian Aid Week. 
 
How your donation helps 
Rose is caught in a cycle of climate chaos. When Rose was a child, 
there was plenty of rain that fell at the right times. It provided 
ample nutritious food to eat. Now Rose’s community lives with 
drought and hunger for months at a time. Together, the climate 
crisis and coronavirus are a double threat to lives and livelihoods. 
People are struggling to cope. 
 
This Christian Aid Week, your donation could help communities 
withstand climate chaos. With your support we can build better 
earth dams to harvest more water, sow drought-tolerant crops 
and demand climate justice at the highest level. Thank you for 
standing with us. 
  

http://www.christianaid.org.uk/


 

Torch Trust – The Christian 
Sight Loss Charity 

Do you know about the Torch Trust? 

Torch Trust's aims can be summarised as enabling people with sight 

loss to discover Christian faith and lead fulfilling Christian lives. 

Towards this end we provide Christian resources and activities for blind 

and partially sighted people worldwide. Our services are offered to all 

who experience sight loss, of all faiths or none, and including those 

with sight loss who have other disabilities. 

Among our services, Torch provides Christian literature, including a 

free lending library and a range of magazines, in various accessible 

formats. We also promote Christian fellowship through over 60 local 

Groups across the UK. (The nearest Fellowship Group to us is in Stoke-

on-Trent) Our international arm involves Torch working in partnership 

with others and being involved in various projects, especially in Malawi 

which in turn serves the needs of blind and partially sighted people in 

various other African countries. 

 

Becoming sight loss 

friendly  

It’s actually very simple for churches to 
make quite small changes so that 
everyone feels fully included. 
Most of these require only a little 
thought and preparation. By signing up to become a member of Sight 
Loss Friendly Church, you’ll gain access to a wealth of help, support and 
advice from Torch; experts with over 60 years’ experience. 
We can help make your ministry accessible. 



It’s all about attitude 

Attitude is the most important thing about being sight loss friendly. In 
any congregation, it can be hard to meet everyone’s needs at the 
same time and the same is true with sight loss.  
THINK 
When planning church events, services or communications think to 
yourself, “What can we do to include blind or partially sighted 
people?” 

 
ASK 
Approach individuals and ask what would be best for them. 

 
ACT 
Make changes, adapt room layouts or use Torch resources so that 
everyone with sight loss feels included in your church 

 
We offer a large range of resources to help you and your congregation 
become sight loss friendly. Some are great for interactive activities, 
some for raising awareness and others for helping people to 
understand what it is to be sight loss friendly.  
 
The nearest ‘Sight Loss Friendly Church’ to us is 28.8 miles away in 
Ashton-under-Lyne. 

Could we consider becoming a sight loss friendly church?  

What do you think? 

Taken from http://torchtrust.org/  
 
https://www.sightlossfriendlychurch.org.uk/  
 
 
 
Someone in the UK is told they're 
going blind EVERY 6 MINUTES. 
 

http://torchtrust.org/
https://www.sightlossfriendlychurch.org.uk/


ach U R church in the North Derbyshire Area (NDA) was asked to write a 
short account of what has been happening in their church over the last 

year. The following has been written about our church that will be added to 
the Pastorate Profile for the NDA. before sending the document to the 
Ordained Ministries and Churches Group for inclusion onto the vacancy list. 
This will hopefully enable any potential ministers to understand more about 
the churches in NDA. 
 

Buxton United Reformed Church  
During Covid 19 Pandemic 2020 – 2021 

 
Since March 2020 the church building has not been used as a place of 
worship or for any church-based meetings such as the Guide 
organisations and Lunch Clubs. Yet we have been very active via Zoom 
where all our meetings have taken place including Sunday services, 
Wednesday fellowship meetings, 
elders’/leaders’ meetings and silly 
fun evenings every now and then. 
The leading of services has been 
done by our church members and 
other friends who have lead 
services from as far afield as 
Northumbria and campsites in 
remote areas of Scotland. We also 
joined Wirksworth URC for the Maundy Thursday evening communion 
with Camilla and with Buxton Churches Together for weekly Lent 
reflections. That is the benefit of Zoom; as long as the connections are 
good, we can do anything!  

We have had dear members dying during the lock-down and sadly have 
been unable to hold services of remembrance for their families and 
friends. The church has tried to support these families with the help of 
Zoom, e-mails and phone calls but with the restrictions on meeting 
people we have found not being able to give them hugs or be with 
them physically, sad and difficult. They are remembered in our prayers.  

Our monthly magazine has continued to be published but only on our 
web site and has become important in encouraging people and making 
them smile.  

E 



But what about our church building? Yes, we haven’t had all the user 
groups in the building for over a year now and that has had a very large 
effect on our income but our building has been in non-stop use. 

High Peak Food Bank and Zinc’s main centre has always been run from 
our church and that has continued to be so.  

The most significant use of our building 
has been the distribution of food 
through “Waste Not Want Not” 
supported by our church. Food is given 
to us by the local supermarkets and 
redistributed to Buxton folk and those in 
outlying village communities.  Cath and 
Daniel Sterndale have worked non-stop 
outdoors in this distribution of food in all 
the varied weather of Buxton. To date 
they have distributed 6,400 food parcels 
to individuals and family groups.  

In spite of everything we have managed to keep in touch with each 
other and even deliver homemade cake to people’s homes sometimes! 

Eileen Blane 

 

Jesus said “I am the bread of life.” 

The story is told that as World War 2 was drawing to a close, the allied 
armies gathered up many hungry orphans. They were placed in camps where 
they were well fed. Despite excellent care, they slept poorly. They seemed 
nervous and afraid.  

Finally, a psychologist came up with a solution. Each child was given a piece 
of bread to hold after he was put to bed. This particular piece of bread was 
just to be held – not eaten.  

The piece of bread produced wonderful results. The children went to bed 
knowing instinctively they would have food to eat the next day. That 
guarantee gave the children a restful and contented sleep.  



Buxton URC Sunday services 10:30am via Zoom 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09  

 

2nd May   Mark Houghton 
9th May   Rob Williams 
16th May  URC National Service 
23rd May  Fellowship Service 
30th May  Charles Jolly 
6th June   Mark Houghton 

 

 
Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays. 
Join us at 7:30 to 9:00 pm on Zoom: 

 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 

I am.  

Over the next few weeks, we will be thinking about the I am 

statements made by Jesus that are found in John’s gospel. 
 
I am the bread of Life which came down from heaven (6:35,41,51) 

 
I am the light of the world (8:12; 9:5) 
 
I am the door of the sheep (10:7,9) 
 
I am the good shepherd (10:11,14) 
 
I am the resurrection and the life (11:25) 

 
I am the way, the truth, and the life (14:6) 

 
I am the (true) vine (15:1,5) 

 
It would be great if more folk were to join in the Fellowship Evenings. 
 

Why not give it a try? You will be most welcome.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09


 

Please pray for members 
of our church family and 
friends, especially: 

 
 

Cath Sterndale’s brother ‘s funeral is on 5th May. Cath was able to spend 
time with her brother and say her good bye to him last Sunday before 
he died peacefully in his sleep that night. Pray for Cath, Steph and 
Daniel together with other family members. 
 
“Waste Not Want Not”. Up to the date of publishing the magazine 
over 6,400 food parcels have been given out. 
 
Pray for the manufacturing companies and their component suppliers 
that the production of Covid-19 vaccines will be able to continue 
unhindered and the distribution to poorer countries of the world will 
accelerate. The medical crises in both Brazil and India. 
 
With thanksgiving for the new vaccine against malaria being given to 
young people in Burkina Faso with great effect. 
 
For the blessings of technology that enable so many churches to use 
Zoom, YouTube and other technologies to maintain contact with their 
folk.  
 
The Caribbean island of St Vincent has been blanketed in over two feet 
deep of ash after the eruption of the La Soufrière volcano. Over 15,000 
people have been displaced, only weeks away from the hurricane 
season. Infrastructure and agriculture have also been severely 
impacted - and experts say the eruptions may continue for weeks or 
months. The UN has launched a $29m (£20.9m) fundraising appeal to 
aid with the recovery. 
 
For Nazanin Zaghari-Ratcliffe and her family as well as others being 
held unjustly in prison in Iran and other countries.  



Dates to Remember 
 
Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays.    Join us at 7:30pm on Zoom:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
 

Elders and Leaders Meeting via Zoom  
Tuesday June 2021 

 

Contributions for the magazine 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 
 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 24th May 2021 
for the June publication.  
 

To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that we are not producing a printed magazine, only an 
electronic version that is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk  
 

 
 
 
Roger Horne has signed up for the  
 

Christian Aid quiz. "Quiztian Aid" 

  
It is on Saturday May 8th at 7.00 pm. 
  
Last year we made it open to all friends and relations as well. We 
might need them more than ever this year as we have people away! 
 
It is good fun so why not join in. 
 

  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09
http://www.buxtonurc.org.uk/


Buxton United Reformed Church 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would be very happy to warmly welcome 
everyone who wishes to join us for Sunday 

worship. 
 

But 
because of the current restrictions all church 
services and all other activities in the church 

building have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Instead 
we are arranging virtual services on Sundays  
at 10.30 am using Zoom. If you have internet 

access you are welcome to join us using the link  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09  

 

 

Once things are back to normal, we will again 
offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 

Christian Worship in our church building. 
 

Maybe sometime this year! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87556790029?pwd=VVBmOVZ3VVdqVUJPa1NySFNSbkllUT09

