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Steam workshop: Ship Sheep Shears 

I did something during this lockdown to Peter I have never done 
before in 53 years of married life and adding on another 7 years I 

knew him before we got married -  Like many of 

us Peter needed a good hair cut so we 
borrowed our son Douglas’s hair clippers 
and I treated myself to five minutes tuition 
on cutting hair on YouTube before 
attempting it on Peter. According to our 
family I did rather well although they said it 
would take a bit of getting use to Peter’s 
hair being short all over.  
 
A few weeks ago I heard a children’s talk being given by Pastor Billy 
Jones in Northern Ireland and Billy had the same need as Peter – he 
needed his hair cut so his wife Agnes offered to do it. The only trouble 
was that Agnes comes from a farming family and the clippers were for 

sheep shearing! Billy refused to allow her 
to cut his hair.  
 
“But who, boys and girls, had their hair cut 
in the Bible – was it not Samson?” asked 
Billy in his talk. (You have to say it in a strong Ulster 

accent!) How about that, Samson being 
recorded possibly as the first person 
mentioned in the Bible to have a haircut! 
 

[Billy and Agnes befriended us last year 

when we were on holiday in NI.] 

 
Did you know that dogs are being allowed to have professional 
haircuts at grooming rooms in Pets At Home’s 453 shops throughout 
the UK. They have a waiting list of about 
40,000 dogs needing a trim! 
 
A man having been on a respirator for many 
days because of having coronavirus said he 
woke from his coma as the sun was shining 
directly on his face. 
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Extract from The Queen’s speech addressing the nation on the 
75th VE Day Anniversary: 8th May 2020. 

 
“Today it may seem hard that we cannot mark this special 
anniversary as we would wish.  
Instead we remember from our homes and our doorsteps. 
But  

our streets are not empty; they are filled with the 
love and the care that we have for each other.” 
 

 
123rf.com 

 
 

This is the dilemma that National Trust for Scotland 
(NTS) had to deal with as they took delivery of them 

from Cadbury in preparation for their Easter egg hunts. Half of the 
eggs have already been distributed to hospitals, food banks and 
community groups around Scotland but they still have masses they 
want to get rid of to other groups.  
 
NTS estimates that if stacked on top of each 
other, the original 30,000 eggs would have 
been three times the height of the tallest 
trust peak in Scotland, Ben Lawers, which is 
a 3,984ft Munro! 



I don’t know if you have ever been to the 
Great Orme headland near Llandudno and 
seen the Kashmir goats running wild in the 
area. They are descendants from a pair 
given to Queen Victoria by the Shah of 
Persia. Since the coronavirus lockdown they 
have been exploring the town of Llandudno 
with little traffic to disturb their wanderings.  
 

The hospice of St. David’s in Llandudno is 
going through a tough time financially 
because about 90% of their funding is from 
fundraising efforts of which very little is able 
to take place. Someone has had a very good 
idea to print the goats on T-shirts and tote 
bags for fundraising. £50,000 has been raised 

from selling more than 3,000 T-shirts and 500 tote bags. Buyers as far 
away as New Zealand, Australia and North America have received 
them. 
 
Our local hospices of Blythe House in Chapel-en-le Frith 
and Ashgate Hospice in Brampton near Chesterfield, like 
many other hospices throughout the country, are also 
struggling at this time so please if you are able to help 
them in any way they would appreciate it very much. 
 

 
And last of all: 
 

Kansas City’s Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in 
Missouri, USA, which has been closed for 
lockdown, is allowing Peruvian penguins from a 
nearby zoo to go into the building for a private 
viewing! 

 
We hope you have enjoyed our selection of news items, including 
mention of sheep, dogs, goats and penguins, over the month of May 
that hopefully will make you smile. 

Eileen and Peter Blane 

The Telegraph 



 

I have come that they may 
have life and have it to the full. 
John 10 v10. 
 
 
During May we've seen a lot of new life in creation around us.  It is a 
month to celebrate in my family with six  birthdays including mine. 
Also our sixth grandchild was born this week.  
(Welcome to Katie Alana born to parents Hannah and Eamon on 
Sunday 24th May.)   
We are not able to be together, but we can remember and share in 
different ways. 
A few months ago the church celebrated Christ's birth at Christmas. In 
April we celebrated Christ's rising from the dead to bring us new 
life.  This month we celebrate the birth of the church at Pentecost. 
Acts 2 records the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the waiting  
disciples.  It happened on what was known as the feast day of  
Pentecost.  Other pilgrims had also gathered together and the Spirit 
coming was a blazing witness to the power of God.  This was the next 
step ready for the great commission and equipping of the new church 
to win a harvest of souls.  It was an overwhelmingly, extraordinary 
experience. 
We can still know God moving in power in and through our lives 
today, as we look to be His lights and see people come to know Him in 
their lives. 

 
 
Spirit of the living God 
Fall afresh on me. 
Break me, melt me, 
Mould me, fill me. 
Spirit of the living God 
Fall afresh on me. 

Fiona Bingham 



 

Bless  
How to bless those close to us now and after the lockdown ends. 
 

Begin with praying for our friends. 

Listen attentively. Take time to listen to the needs, struggles 

and pain of people around you. 

Eat together, (after the end of lockdown) share a cup of tea or 

coffee or a meal in order to build up connections. 

Serve in practical ways. Look for ways to respond to the needs, 

struggles and pain of the people around you. 

Share the story of Jesus. When the time is right share how 

Jesus has changed your life. 
 

 

 
Sunday 24th May was the first time churches in Northern Ireland were allowed 

drive-in services since the start of restrictions for coronavirus.  
Pastor Billy Jones of Dunseverick Baptist Church held a service in the church 
car park. About one hundred cars turned up with folk remaining in their cars 

with the windows wound down waving, smiling and singing the hymns. 

Pacemaker 



A Special Stained Glass Window 

 
The story is told of a man in charge of building a great cathedral who 
was pestered by a young apprentice who wanted to design and 
arrange glass for just one of the windows. Although he did not want 
to discourage such a laudable ambition, neither did the boss want to 
risk the waste of costly material. Finally he told the apprentice that he 
could try his hand on just one small window, 
but he would have to provide all the 
material for it himself.  
 
Undaunted, the apprentice gathered all the 
bits of waste glass that had been cut off and 
discarded and with these scraps he worked 
out a design of rare beauty. When the cathedral was completed and 
open to the public, people stood in awe and praise before the one 
small window designed and made by the apprentice.  
 
Everyone can put to good use their own little bits of time, talent, 
influence, ambition, energy and weave them into lives of beauty and 
goodness and rare value. 
 

Author unknown. 
Taken from Norman Vincent Peale’s Treasury of Courage and Confidence 18

th
 Reprinting 2015. 

 

 
 
 

  

Morning Light Glass Works 

 
God is a wonderful artist! 
 
We have masses of these wild 
onion flowers in our garden. They 
give us joy with the simplicity of 
the clusters of bell shaped flowers 
that are pure white with green 
strips down the centre of their 
petals and yellow stamens. 
They are good to eat too. 

Eileen Blane 

 



Please pray for members 
of our church family, 
especially: 

 
Cath Sterndale and others continuing to give out food bags from our church 
with “Waste Not Want Not”. Up to the date of publishing the magazine over 
1,180 bags have been given out. The organization is now collecting food 
from Smithfield Market in Manchester as well as local stores. 
 
Jennie Gill and Debbie Delight with plans to have children return to 
education in their schools. 
 
Ken Phillips who is confined to The Branksome Care Home and his sister in 
law Norah in Poole. 
 
Lesley Caddy’s grandson Seth and his mum and dad. Lesley and Steve have 
managed to see them at their home in Sheffield – socially distancing of 
course! 
 
Simon and Fiona Bingham’s daughter Hannah and son-in-law Eamon 
celebrating the birth of Katie Alana. 
 
Debbie and Phil Delight’s friend Richard and his family. Richard is being 
considered for admission to a specialist Rehab. Centre in Trafford to continue 
his slow progress back to health which is a wonderful answer to prayer. 
 

On 20
th

 May, Super Cyclone Amphan made landfall in some of the poorest 
areas of Bangladesh and India. It is one of the biggest storms to hit the area 
in over 20 years.  
The ferocious storm has already claimed lives. Millions have lost their homes 
and livelihoods. Whole buildings and roads have been totally destroyed.  

Both India and Bangladesh are already dealing with coronavirus 
outbreaks. Vulnerable people are fleeing the storm, only to face the risk of 
the deadly virus. As whole communities head to evacuation centres, social 
distancing and regular handwashing have become extremely difficult. 
Families need emergency shelter and other essential items. Water filters and 
mosquito nets will help them survive and keep safe from coronavirus. Pray 
for the relief agencies ready to support those who need it the most. 
  



Dates to Remember – or not! 

 
Lunch Club 
Cancelled until further notice 
 
Early Morning Prayers: Fridays between 
7 & 8 am at church 
Cancelled at church until further notice  

                  – pray at home instead 
 
Fellowship Evenings: Wednesdays.    Join us at 7:30 on Zoom:   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81496046535?pwd=T1Rxa2c4ZWJmb0oyWi95QXZsSjJaZz09 

 
 
 
Next Church Meeting 
Sunday 14th June after the Zoom service. 
 
Elders and Leaders Meeting via Zoom –  28th May at 7.00. 
 
 

Contributions for the magazine 
We appreciate your contributions 
so please keep them coming. 
 

Contributions please for the next magazine to 
Eileen and Peter Blane by  

Monday 29th June 2020 
 

for the July/August publication.  
 
To ensure your magazine is as informative  
as possible please keep us up-to-date with  
news and events. Tel: 01298 27591 or email peter@blane.co.uk.  

Please be aware that we are not producing a printed magazine, only an 
electronic version that is available to read on the church’s website: 
www.buxtonurc.org.uk   

 



Everyone is welcome to join our 
Sunday Services on Zoom . 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84307809935?pwd=d010TmxyM1JoaGY4RE52K3R4Smx4dz09 

 
 
7th June 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning Worship – Mark Houghton 

 
14th June 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning Worship – Charles Jolly 

 
21st June 

 
10.30 am 

 
To be arranged 

 
28th June 

 
10.30 am 

 
Morning Worship – Simon & Fiona  
                                         Bingham 

 

 
 

Prince William's speech in full  
with the Church of England  

24th May  
Mental Health Awareness Week 

'I am delighted to be able to join you today, and I am particularly 
pleased that this week’s service is focused on the importance of 

positive mental health and wellbeing. 

'Mental health is an issue Catherine and I care passionately 
about, and we are determined to do all we can to remove the 
stigma attached to it. 

'The impact of the coronavirus has been far-reaching, and we 
shouldn’t underestimate its 
effects on us, and on those 
in our families and 
communities.  

'Whether people have lost 
or are worrying about loved 
ones, struggling with 
isolating at home, feeling 



anxious about job security or working on the front line - now more 
than ever it is important that we talk to one another about issues 
we’re struggling with. And it is OK to not feel OK. 

'So as we mark the final day of Mental Health Awareness Week, I 
want to encourage anyone who has concerns about their own 

mental health, or that of others, to reach out.  

'For some that may be through prayer and quiet reflection, for 
others it could be talking to a fellow parishioner, friend or family 
member about how they are feeling. Whoever you talk to, 
connecting with someone and finding the words to open up can 

be a life-changing step. 

'I understand that some people will be worried about burdening 
other people in the midst of this crisis - but people should not feel 
afraid to start a conversation. Your mental health is just as 
important as your physical health, and it is worthy of attention. 
'These are of course challenging circumstances for us all, and 
like so many others it has taken us time to adjust to a new way of 

living.  

'Catherine and I have both 
found great comfort in the 
wonderful acts of kindness 
we have seen happening 
right across the nation. The 
Christian teachings of faith, 
hope and love could not be 
more appropriate as we all 
try to navigate our way 
through these uncertain 

times. 

'I want to end by offering my 
and Catherine’s gratitude for all that Church of England churches 
are doing to bring a sense of community, togetherness and 
peace to all those who are struggling. These connections will be 
more important than ever in the weeks and months ahead of us. 
Thank you.' 

Research shows kindness and 
our mental health are deeply 

connected. 



Buxton United Reformed Church 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We would be very happy to warmly welcome 
everyone who wishes to join us for Sunday 

worship. 
 

But 
because of the current restrictions all church 
services and all other activities in the church 

building have been cancelled until further notice. 
 

Instead 
we are arranging virtual services on Sundays  
at 10.30 am using Zoom. If you have internet 

access you are welcome to join us using the link 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84307809935?pwd=d010TmxyM1JoaGY4RE52K3R4Smx4dz09 

 
 

Once things are back to normal we will again 
offer a sincere, loving welcome to all in 

Christian Worship in our church building. 


